University of Hong Kong
School of Humanities
African Studies Programme
http://www.hku.hk/scoh/AfricanStudies/OxfamHKUWorkshop_on_Africa-China_RelationsAnnoucement.doc

Workshop on Africa-China Relations
Theme: Towards Sustainable Chinese Investment in Africa
Venue: Convocation Room, University of Hong Kong
Date: May 6 and 7, 2011


Workshop Description:
The African Studies Programme, at the University of Hong Kong (HKU), supported by Oxfam Hong Kong, is organizing a workshop on Africa-China relations. The main focus will be on sustainable investment in Africa.

While relations between China and Africa span several decades, the 21st Century began with China re-engaging with the African continent more intensively. Since 1997, several top-level Chinese government delegations have made visits to Africa and various African leaders have frequently visited Beijing. To further strengthen the relationship, an official structure, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) was established in October 2000. Within its framework, top-level African and Chinese leaders meet every three years, alternating between Beijing and various African capitals. 
In addition to FOCAC, Chinese companies, both governmental and private, have increased their presence on the African continent. These companies invest heavily in various sectors including agriculture, forestry, and the mining of minerals such as oil and metals, including gold, copper, and diamonds, and the building of huge infrastructure projects such as roads, railways, and dams. Chinese direct investment in Africa was estimated at 6.6 billion US dollars in 2006, but the number could be far higher in 2011.

Alongside investment, trade is also expanding rapidly. Trade between Africa and China was estimated to be worth 100 billion US dollars in 2010, and the number of Chinese traders in Africa and African traders in China is increasing steadily.

A number of issues arise from this close investment and trade cooperation between Africa and China. Why is China suddenly investing so heavily in Africa? Is China just there to extract raw materials to feed its fast growing economy or is it a mutually beneficial engagement that would create a win-win situation for both China and Africa? In short, is Chinese investment in Africa good for Africa?

This question is often answered from different perspectives. On the one-hand, there are scholars who think that both China and Africa would benefit enormously from this investment and trade cooperation, as China would obtain much needed raw materials which Africa has in abundance, and Africa in turn would get much needed capital investments to kick-start its largely moribund economy and bring millions of people out of poverty. 
However, there are scholars who are worried about China's intensified foray into Africa and often point out that China does not take human rights considerations seriously enough in Africa as it deals with dictators and other leaders with very bad human rights records whom other investors, mostly from the West, have shunned. More importantly, there are those concerned about the negative environmental impact of Chinese investment in Africa, where for instance the building of dams and railways, and the acquisition of vast oil fields are displacing millions of poor people, leading to development that is anything but sustainable.

This two-day workshop will feature papers addressing all of the above issues and many more. Scholars, attending by invitation only, will present papers on the following sub-themes of the workshop and more:
· The rationale for China's investment in Africa: just for the oil or to assist an ally in need?
· Corporate Social Responsibility and investment ethics: are Chinese companies investing ethically in Africa?
· China's footprints in Africa: how can we assess the environmental impact of Chinese investment in Africa?
· China and the world in Africa: how do/should other investors react to China's presence in Africa?
· African reactions: does Africa have a China policy, can Africa guard against the negative impact of foreign investment in Africa?
· Looking into the future: How should China and Africa manage their investment and trade relations for mutual benefit?

Invited Presentations:

Submissions to the workshop have been by invitation only to leading scholars in this nascent field. Each invited speaker has submitted a keynote-like presentation in English on one of the above six sub-themes or on related issues. As a top-level academic workshop, these presentations will be available in the form of a booklet of pre-workshop proceedings, and would be subject to further scrutiny by discussants and the workshop audience. A further selection of the papers would be submitted to a journal for a special issue publication and/or to a major academic press for a book publication on the theme of Sustainable Chinese Investment in Africa.
Speakers/Participants
The following leading scholars in the field of Africa – China relations Studies are scheduled to present at this workshop:

· Li Anshan (Peking University)
· He Wenping (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)
· Liu Haifang (Peking University)

· Liu Hongwu (Zhejiang Normal University, Institute of African Studies)

· Ma Enyu (Zhejiang Normal University, Institute of African Studies)
· Salvatore Mancuso (University of Macau) 
· Moses Kiggundu (Carleton University)
· Barry Sautman (HKUST)
· Yan Hairong (PolyU)
· Lawal Marafa (CUHK)
· Adams Bodomo (HKU)

Representatives from Oxfam Hong Kong and its partner(s) in Africa will also actively participate in deliberations.
African Consulates in HK:

The five African Consuls-General in Hong Kong (Angola, Egypt, Nigeria, South Africa, and Zimbabwe) have been invited to make remarks/chair sessions.

   Registration: All are welcome!
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For more information about the workshop, contact us as follows:
Ms Phoebe Li, Teaching Assistant, African Studies Programme at (+852)6079-3335
Dr Adams Bodomo, Director, African Studies Programme at africa@hku.hk 
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	May 6

	9:00am – 9:30am
	Registration

	9:30 am – 10:00am
	Welcome Speeches: Chair: Dr Adams Bodomo

1. Professor Cheng Kai-Ming, Senior Advisor to the Vice-Chancellor, University of Hong Kong

2. Ms Nomatemba Tambo, Consul-General, The Republic of South African Consulate in Hong Kong and Macau
3. Mr. Kevin May – Oxfam Hong Kong

	10:00am – 11:00am
	Presentation 1: He Wenping, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China

“From “Aid Effectiveness” to “Development Effectiveness”: What China’s Experiences Can Contribute to the Discourse Evolution?”

Discussants: Barry Sautman HKUST and Yan Hairong, PolyUHK

	11:00am – 11:30 am: Break/Workshop Group Photo-taking Session

	11:30am – 12:30pm
	Presentation 2: Barry Sautman, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, HK and Yan Hairong, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, HK
“The Most Notorious Chinese Company in Africa: Semi-Peripheral China and Copper Mining in Zambia”

Discussant: Bwendo Kabanda, Oxfam Great Britain

	12:30pm to 2:30pm: Lunch

	2:30pm – 3:30pm
	Presentation 3: Lawal Marafa, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, HK
“China’s Footprint in Africa : Consequences for Infrastructure Development” 

Discussant: Liu Haifang, PKU

	3:30 pm to 4:30 pm
	Presentation 4: Liu Haifang, Peking University
“You are not our only friend---Angola's China Story.”
Discussant: Lawal Marafa, CUHK

	4:30 pm to 5:00pm
	Reflections

	7:00pm-11:00 pm
	Workshop Dinner and African Music Night at Makumba Africa Bar

	May 7

	9:00am to 9:30am
	Registration

	9:30am – 10:30am
	Presentation 5: Li Anshan, Peking University, China
"On the Origin and Impact of FOCAC”

Discussant: Moses Kiggundu, Carleton University

	10:30am to 11:00am Break

	11:00am to 12:00pm
	Presentation 6: Adams Bodomo, University of Hong Kong, HK
“In My Father’s House Are Many Rooms: Towards an Africa-driven Win-for-all Investment Policy in Africa”

Discussant: (i) He Wenping, CASS; (ii) Ma Enyu ZNU

	12:00pm – 1:00pm
	Presentation 7: Ma Enyu and Liu Hongwu, Zhejiang Normal University, China
“The New Trend of People-to-People Communication on China – Africa Relations: A Case Study of Yiwu”

Discussant: (i) He Wenping, CASS; (ii) Adams Bodomo, HKU

	1:00pm to 2:30pm: Lunch

	2:30pm – 3:30pm
	Presentation 8: Salvatore Mancuso, University of Macau, Macau
“China in Africa and the Law”

Discussant: Weidong Zhu, the Vice-Director of the Centre for African Laws and Society at Xiangtan University

	3:30pm  - 4:30pm
	Presentation 9: Moses Kiggundu, Carleton University, Canada
“China’s Economic Relations with Africa: Beyond Palaces and Petroleum”

Discussant(s): (i) Li Anshan, PKU; (ii) Musambayi Katumanga, ACCORD

	4:30pm -  5:00pm: Break

	5:00pm to 6:00pm
	Reflections/Closing Speeches


