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Abstract:
Relations between Africa and China have existed for more than half a century but at no time have these relations raised sharp interest and controversy than after the establishment of the Confucius Institute (herein CI). The establishment of the CI immediately preceded the historic 2006 Forum for China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) held in Beijing. Under the framework of FOCAC China underscored its cultural diplomacy in Africa. This came against the background of the founding of the first CI in Africa in August 2005 at the University of Nairobi, Kenya. In this presentation I argue that The Confucius Institute is a vehicle for promoting China’s soft power in Africa, as in other parts of the world and that the CI provides scope for more symmetrical relations between Africa and China since currently the relations are hugely asymmetrical. The CI also creates a platform for a consolidated African approach to China and a more enhanced opportunity for China to develop relations with more African countries through the influence of regional and continental organizations such as the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) and the African Union (AU). The organizations can present a more united approach to dealing with the negative evaluation of or reaction to Africa-China dealings and China’s African policy, especially from western countries.

Speaker’s bio
Pedzisai Mashiri is a professor of Sociolinguistics, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Director of the Confucius Institute at the University of Zimbabwe. He has been Dean of the Faculty of Arts since 2006 and Director of the Confucius Institute since 2007. He has been a visiting scholar and researcher at several international universities including the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) (1996), University of Pennsylvania in the United States of America (1998), University of California Santa Cruz (2003), University of South Africa (2005), University of Pretoria (2007) and University of Botswana (2009), among others.  
Areas of research interest include: Onomastics, Language Policy and Planning, Language and gender, Discourse analysis, Language Change and Folklore. He has published more than thirty (30) refereed articles and book chapters. 
For further information concerning this event, please contact Phoebe Li at (852) 2241-5148.
